Chapter 5: Prisons and Penal Policy

Self Study Questions 

1. Throughout this chapter, the term community has been placed in inverted commas. Why do you think social scientists often use inverted commas when discussing the range of penalties in the community? What image does the idea of the community evoke?

The idea of community is contested and varies over time and place, yet it is a term that implies a shared and universal meaning.

2. Do you think there is a role for an agency committed to reform and rehabilitation at the heart of the criminal justice system?
The purpose of this question is to discuss and evaluate whether it is adequate to add more agencies/professional bodies to a system that has been shown to be flawed.

3. Is an increasingly punitive and confrontational approach the best way to deal with the multitude of social problems that may lead to criminal behaviour?

Under the Labour governments term in office to the time of writing, over 400 new pieces of legislation have been introduced. The Labour party’s key focus of their electoral campaign was to be tough on crime and the causes of crime. Is being tough on crime the best way to address the various social problems that may lead to criminal behaviour as the gap between rich and poor widens?

4. Explain the development of non-custodial punishments. Are community punishments an alternative to, or an adjunct of penal custody?

You should think about why there has been increase in non-custodial punishments.

5. How, if at all, should community punishment contribute to the reduction of the prison population?

The question here is to address why, how and if at all, the primary role of community punishments should be to divert persons from penal custody.

6. To what extent do community sentences meet the requirements of punishment for retribution, deterrence, incapacitation, rehabilitation, and/or reparation?

The idea of a community sentence is that it still embodies the key principles of punishment. It is retributive in function; its purpose is to deter, rehabilitate and make reparation to a society that has been offended against.
